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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS
Marcia Ascher is Professor Emerita of Mathematics at Ithaca College, Ithaca, New
York. Her research interest is the study of the mathematical ideas of traditional
peoples. She is the author of Ethnomathematics: A Multicultural View of Mathemati-
cal Ideas (1991) and coauthor of Code of the Quipu: A Study in Media, Mathematics,
and Culture (1981).
Len Berggren is Chair of the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at Simon
Fraser University where he teaches mathematics and its history. His special area
of interest is the mathematical sciences in ancient Greece and medieval Islam, and
he is the author or coauthor of numerous papers and four books, the most recent
being Pi: A Sourcebook (Springer-Verlag, 1997).
Takao Hayashi is a professor at the Science and Engineering Research Institute of
Doshisha University, Kyoto. His research focuses on the history of Indian mathemat-
ics. His recent publications include The Bakhsha¯lı¯ Manuscript: An Ancient Indian
Mathematical Treatise (Groningen, 1995) and six articles on Indian mathematics in
the Encyclopedia of the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine in Non-
Western Cultures edited by Helaine Selin (Dordrecht, 1997).
Victor J. Katz is Professor of Mathematics at the University of the District of
Columbia, where his major interest is the history of mathematics. He is the author
of a well-regarded textbook, A History of Mathematics: An Introduction (Harper
Collins, 1993), as well as of numerous articles dealing with history and its use in
the mathematics classroom. He was the editor of the Newsletter of the International
Study Group on the Relations between History and Pedagogy of Mathematics from
1988 until 1996 and is now serving as chair of the Americas section of that group.
Heiner Lichtenberg has been working as a mathematician in the German Federal
Ministry of Finance in Bonn since 1969. His research interest includes the mathemat-
ical structure of time reckoning systems.
Alexander D. Solov’ev was born in 1927 in Moscow, the son of a doctor. He
graduated from Moscow University in 1951. He has worked at the Moscow Univer-
sity since 1954, becoming a full professor in 1974. The title of his doctoral dissertation
is Asymptotic Methods in Reliability Theory (1972). His interests focus on asymptotic
methods in queueing theory and reliability theory and on the theory of probability.
Svetlana S. Petrova was born in Kharkov in 1933. She studied in the faculty of
mathematics and mechanics of Moscow University from 1954 to 1957. She has been
a member of the faculty there since 1963. The title of her thesis is the History of
Dirichlet’s Principle’’ (1966). Her interests lie in the history of analysis, algebra,
and operational calculus, as well as in harmonic analysis.
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Robin Wilson is Senior Lecturer in Mathematics at the Open University, England.
He has written and edited a number of books on graph theory and combinatorics,
including Introduction to Graph Theory (1972) and Graph Connections (1997). He
is very involved with the popularization of mathematics and with the history of
mathematics, and is a co-editor of Let Newton Be! (1988) and Mobius and His
Band (1993). His research interests in the history of mathematics lie primarily in
British Victorian mathematics—in particular the writings of Thomas Archer Hirst
and the early history of the London Mathematical Society.
